TO:

ALL LICENSED ATTORNEYS
RESIDING IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS OR PRACTICING IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS AND RESIDING IN THE THIRD ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT OF TEXAS

FROM:
HILL COUNTY COUNCIL OF JUDGES

The newly enacted SB7, effective January 1, 2002, called “The Fair Defense Act” requires each county in Texas to receive from the attorneys in that county, certain documents related to providing services to indigents, as part of its “Plan.”

A prior law related to indigent representation, however, has never been revoked, which continues to state under Rule 6.01 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure, in essence, that a Texas attorney “shall not seek to avoid appointments.” Generally, it has traditionally been thought that indigent defense is an inherent obligation of all Texas lawyers- a duty “going with the license”- to assure we take care of the most disadvantaged among us.
Despite good local cooperation between bench and bar in the past as together we have tried to meet the needs of indigents, the new law must be complied with, to the best of our ability. Therefore, the Council has been formed and now respectfully needs your cooperation concerning timely execution and return of the enclosed.

Same must be returned by December 20, 2001. We appreciate your professional courtesy, cooperation and understanding. A stamped, pre-addressed envelope is enclosed.

ALL STATE OF TEXAS LICENSED ATTORNEYS RESIDING IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS OR PRACTICING LAW IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS AND RESIDING IN THE THIRD ADMINISTRATIVE REGION OF TEXAS ARE ORDERED TO FULLY COMPLETE THIS AFFIDAVIT AND RETURN SAME TO THE HILL COUNTY COUNCIL OF JUDGES IN THE ENCLOSED PRE-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE, POST-MARKED ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 20, 2001.

COMPLIANCE WITH THIS REQUEST IS NECESSARY FOR THE DUE AND PROPER ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. YOUR COOPERATION WILL BE APPRECIATED.
STATEMENT OF LICENSED ATTORNEY

RESIDING OR PRACTICING LAW IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HILL  

I, ________________________________________________________,


(PRINT NAME OF ATTORNEY COMPLETING STATEMENT)

State Bar of Texas Number _________________________________, do hereby file this statement in compliance with the Hill County Plan and Standing Rules and Orders for Procedures for Timely and Fair Appointment of Counsel for Indigent Accused Persons in Hill County, Texas for establishment of a list of eligible licensed attorneys to represent indigent accused persons in Hill County, Texas and do state that the below information is true and correct. Should any change in this information occur, I understand that I must within 30 days of such change file an Amended Statement of Licensed attorney Residing or Practicing Law in Hill County, Texas as provided herinafter.

I have checked below all applicable provisions and have completed the requested information below with full, complete, and true answers.


[image: image1]
Attorney Profile:

Please Circle YES or NO:

1.
Are you currently under indictment or charged for a criminal offense other than Class C traffic offenses?













YES
NO
I AM PRESENTLY RECEIVING APPOINTMENTS FROM COURTS IN HILL COUNTY, TEXAS IN THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF CASES:

2.
Felonies



YES
NO

3.
Misdemeanors



YES
NO

4.
Juveniles



YES
NO

5.
Appeals



YES
NO

1. EXCLUSION FROM THE APPOINTMENT LIST

(
)
I am requesting that my name NOT BE INCLUDED on the list of licensed attorneys eligible for court appointment in Hill County, Texas for the following reason:
(Check all that apply)


(   )
A. I state, under oath, that I am not qualified to provide effective and competent assistance of  counsel in any criminal cases and cannot acquire such competency and will not accept paid employment to represent a defendant in any criminal case in Hill County, Texas.

(   )
B. I state, under oath, that due to my employment with a governmental entity, I am disqualified from representing indigent accused persons in County or State Courts in Hill County, Texas.

(   )
C. I state, under oath, that I am retired or am not currently in the active practice of law.

(   )
D. I state, under oath, that the following is a good cause reason for my name not to be included on the list of licensed attorneys eligible for court appointment in Hill County, Texas:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

(Attach additional sheets to this affidavit as needed for further explanation) 

2. INCLUSION ON APPOINTMENT LIST

I understand that absent exclusion my name WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR INCLUSION on the list of licensed attorneys eligible for consideration for court appointments in Hill County, Texas and I state that I am licensed to practice law in the State of Texas and as a result of training and experience am competent to handle or can acquire the competency to timely handle:

(Check all that apply)
LAST NAME:	_______________________________________________________





FIRST NAME: 	______________________________________________________





BAR CARD#:	_______________________________________________________





PHYSICAL ADDRESS (NOT A POST OFFICE BOX): ______________________________





MAILING ADDRESS:	__________________________________________________





TELEPHONE NO:		__________________________________________________





FAX NO:		________________________________________________________





PAGER:		________________________________________________________





CELLULAR PHONE NO:	__________________________________________________





E-MAIL ADDRESS:		__________________________________________________








TEXAS FAIR DEFENSE ACT


